
Friends Foundation and  
partners make delivery 
to COVID relief recipients 
The Friends Foundation of  
SGCMH has been pleased to 
support  more than 50 families 
in the community impacted by 
COVID-19 by providing food and 
hygiene items.

The Foundation, in partnership 
with Heavenly Hope and the 
Ste. Genevieve Nutrition Center, 
received a $7,000 grant from 
the Community Foundation of 
the Ozarks in July, 2020.

The program was created  
to assist residents of  
Ste. Genevieve County who are 
suffering from the economic 
impact of COVID-19. Residents 
received nutritional foods 
(including shelf-stable items 
& fresh produce) for meals as 
well as hygiene products on 
a recurring basis. Organizers 
stretched the grant money as 
far as it would go and the final  
delivery of items to participants 
was Thursday, December 17.

Residents registered for the 
program or were referred by 
partners Heavenly Hope and 
the Ste. Genevieve Nutrition 
Center. Hospital directors also 
submitted applications on  
behalf of patients.

Holli Ledbetter, Friends 
Foundation director, said it was 
exciting to be able to do this for 
the community.

“It was pretty eye-opening 
to see the number of people 
struggling,” she said. “There 
were a lot of gap families who 
had never been low income or 
suffered before who, because 
of the pandemic, really took 
a hit to their family and their 
lifestyle. It was hard to see that 
huge transition in their life, as 
well as helping those who didn’t 
know where their next meal 
was going to come from. It was 
pretty great to be able to  
serve them.”

Ledbetter said she is hoping to 
extend the life of the program.

“It may be that the Friends 
Foundation just provides 
referrals, but Heavenly Hope 
wants to continue to get these 
people served,” she said.  
“So our goal is to be able to 
assist them.”

Holli said it took a team of 
individuals to carry out the 
six-month long project. Mary 
Bleckler, Ste. Genevieve County 
Memorial Hospital’s Community 
Champion; Beth Giesler and 
Laura Selby from Heavenly 
Hope; and Tina Winch from the 

Ste. Genevieve Nutrition Center 
all spearheaded the program.

“In our final delivery we 
were able to provide a 
Christmas ham and a 
full menu of side items 
so these families could 
have a nice Christmas 
dinner,” said Ledbetter. “We 
also included a Christmas 
card thanking them for 
letting us serve them for 
the last 6 months. It was 
a privilege to be a part of 
this project.”

10th Annual VIRTUAL  
Ride to Survive

Our 10th annual Ride to 
Survive went virtual and 
honored our long time 
oncologist, Dr. Alan P. Lyss  
as he retired in early 2020. 
We had several participants 
ride in honor of loved ones 
and send in their screen shots 
of their mileage and routes. 

We raised $22,066! This is 
nearly $1,000 more than  
our 2019 event! 

Special thank you to our 
sponsors: Mississippi Lime, 
Bloomsdale Bank, Lhoist, 
Barley Automotive, Robinson 
Construction and Dr. Cristella 
Torres and Doug Cady – In 

memory of Oralia Lopez. Also, 
a huge shout out to Andrew 
Naeger and Jerry Bergtholdt 
for creating our beautiful new 
routes with increased safety 
measures. 

We appreciate everyone 
who participated and thank 
you for making this such a 
special event, even amidst a 
pandemic we were still able to 
spread awareness for cancer 
care in our community and 
allow people to get some 
fresh air for a good cause.

Save the date for  
the Ride to Survive, 
September 11, 2021.

Friends Foundation Gala goes Virtual 
Even the COVID-19 
pandemic could  
not slow the show  
of support for  
Ste. Genevieve County 
Memorial Hospital’s 
Friends Foundation 
during its virtual 
“Friends to Friends” 
Gala held in November. 
Holli Ledbetter, Friends 
Foundation Director, 
admittedly was a little anxious 
prior to the event. 

“Everything was up in the 
air this year, but we pulled 
our gala committee together 
and came up with some 
really neat ideas to kick off 
the event and make 
it seem like a gala 
experience  
from home for  
our sponsors  
and donors.”

The Foundation 
used a new 
software this 
year that was 
much 

more user friendly.

“The software we chose 
tracked everything for us and 
we were able to send out text 
messages to bidders,” she 
said. “It really was convenient, 
and the text messages ignited 
our donors and helped keep 
the enthusiasm going over the 
nearly four-day virtual event.” 

Gala sponsors of $250 or 
more received an in-person 
delivery of craft beer or wine, 
Oberle cheese tray and My 
Daddy’s cheesecake. 

“We thought this would be 
a great way to engage our 
sponsors,” said Holli. “they 
were super excited when we 
delivered it. It was a neat 

experience for them and 
gave us an opportunity to 
have a one-on-one with our 
sponsors and thank them 
in person, but still follow 
COVID restrictions. One of 
our sponsors, Bloomsdale 
Bank, even auctioned off their 
sponsor gift and raised $300 
more for the gala.”

The Foundation Gala 
Committee has had some 
time to reflect on the event 
and crunch the numbers. 

“It was pretty incredible,” 
said Holli. “We raised nearly 
$40,000, which wasn’t that 
far off from what we raised 
last year. Non-profits are 
struggling this year, so we 
certainly raised more than  
we thought we would.”

So is a virtual event going to 
be the norm?

“I think we’ll always try 
to do this event in person 
just because it’s so nice 
to get together,” she said. 
“Having our key donors and 
supporters all in the same 
room really gives the event a 
more intimate feel. But we did 
realize this year that nothing 
is going to prevent us from 
raising money for the hospital 
and helping to excel our 
services. COVID was a little 
bump in the road, but it did 
not stop us.”

On the heels of the Friends to 
Friends Gala, a name change 
from the Black Tie Gala, the 
yearly employee auction was 
handled virtually, as well, and 
Holli was pleased that it, too, 
was very successful.  

“More than ever, we 
appreciate the continued 
support of our individual 
and corporate donors who 
recognize the importance  
of local healthcare,” she  
said. “SGCMH has been  
and always will be our 
community hospital.”

A special thank you  
to our sponsors

Artisan Contracting 
Barley Automotive
Bloomsdale Bank
Bloomsdale Excavating
Cape Radiology
Cardinal Glennon
Citizen’s Electric
Equipment Pro
Dr. Michael Fan 
GWS Contractors
H & M Goldenberg II
HSB Advisors
Lakenan Insurance
Lhoist
Mercy South
Meritain Health
Mississippi Lime
Missouri Baptist Med Ctr
Ogletree Deakins
Richardet Floor Covering
Rob Walsh, CRNA
Robinson Construction
S T Gear and Machine 
SGCMH Medical Staff 
Ste. Gen. County Abstract
Tower Rock Stone
T. Drury Contracting

The Giving Tree hit its 17th year and 
community and family members came together to honor 
loved ones. We celebrated the season by honoring new 
arrivals, loved ones lost and our military personnel. 

Below is a list of all of the wonderful honorees that 
adorned the Friends Foundation annual Giving Tree in 2020. 

Archie and Anna Lou Bahr
Ken Barley
Kay Basler
Chip Lucas Geile
Robert D. Hill 
Vernon Hinkebein
Anita Hinkebein 
Elaine Hollabaugh
Edward Horrell
Celestine Horrell 
Frank Kuehn
Richard Meyer
Willa Meyer
Andy Operle
Gene Operle
Dorothy Operle
Ralph Pike
Melba Sharrock

Brandon Sides
Miriam Steiger
Todd Stoll 
Eileen Trautman
Glennon Trautman
Jim Vaeth
August Wehner Jr.
Katherine Wehner

For those who lost a loved 
one in 2020, a dove was 
hung in their memory.

John Bales Jr.
Glenda Fallert 
Dale Jett
Norman Meyer 
Timothy G. Meyer
Nicki Reed



Friends Foundation 
Funding Strong for 2021. 
In 2020, we were able to 
provide funding and support 
on many projects that donor 
funds made possible and will  
help SGCMH advance into 
2021 and the future.

Last year was tough for 
everyone but thanks to our 
amazing donors, we were 
able to help complete our 
major 3D Mammography 
commitment and were also 
able to commit to a central 
monitoring system for the 
Oncology department. We 
also had several projects 
funded in between, the 

annual back to school fair, 
3D Mammography Windows 
10 update, oncology 
departmental supplies, and 
a COVID relief program to 
aid our community during 
the pandemic.

The Friends Foundation is 
welcoming 2021 with full 
hearts and ready to take on 
new projects, as we support 
the hospital in achieving 
its goal of becoming 
America’s Best Rural 
healthcare! We thank you 
for your dedication to help 
make all of this possible. 

If you do not wish to receive mailings from us in the future, please notify us at hledbetter@sgcmh.org.

Ste. Genevieve County Memorial Hospital complies with applicable Federal civil rights laws and does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, or sex. 
For more information, see link on our home page at www.stegenevievehospital.org.

ATENCIÓN: si habla español, tiene a su disposición servicios gratuitos de asistencia lingüística. Llame al 1-888-808-9008. (TTY: 1-800-735-2966).

注意：如果您使用繁體中文，您可以免費獲得語言援助服務。 請致電 1-888-808-9008。 (TTY: 1-800-735-2966)。
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Holli Ledbetter, Friends Foundation Director

STE. GENEVIEVE COUNTY 
MEMORIAL HOSPITAL
800 Ste. Genevieve Drive
Ste. Genevieve, MO 63670 
573.883.7725
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2021 Save the Dates...
The Taste of Ste. 
Genevieve is TBD!
The Taste of Ste. Genevieve 
is pending CDC guidelines. 
Tickets are $25.00 per person 
and include a signature wine 
glass! There will be lots of food, drinks and great auction 
items for you to enjoy. The event will take place  
at the Progress Sports Complex in Ste. Genevieve.

Tickets will be available online and at the Friends 
Foundation office. 

Note: If you purchased a ticket for the 2020 Taste of Ste. 
Genevieve, your ticket will still be valid for the 2021 event.

The 18th Annual 
Friends Foundation 
Golf Classic
The Golf Classic will be held 
at the Ste. Genevieve Golf 
Course on June 25, 2021 
and will include a round of golf for four, cart, lunch and a 
delicious dinner! We will also have some wonderful prizes 
to give away! 

Teams start at $600, $700 for a team and tee box ad and 
$900 for a team with a banner ad. As well as tee box ads 
for only $150 and banner ads for only $400 for those of you 
who can’t make the event but still want to participate! 

We sell out fast, so call early and reserve your spot today!

For more information contact Holli Ledbetter at 573-883-7725 or hledbetter@sgcmh.org.

Friends Foundation Welcomes New CEO
On August 12, 2020, SGCMH welcomed it’s new CEO,  
Steve Pautler, DPS MHA BSN FACHE.

Dr. Pautler brings several years of expertise in a rural 
healthcare setting and is very eager and excited to help 
expand the healthcare in our community.

“We’re continuing to plan for the future of SGCMH in many 
ways. Making sure that the right type and number of 
physicians on staff are available, reviewing all the options 
for master facility and space planning, and making sure that 
everything we do is based on the needs of the patients who 
seek us for care,” Pautler says, “Some examples include the 
new MRI machine, the first of its kind in North America to 
have a video screen and quiet-scanning technology to make 

scans more pleasant. Now 
that the beautiful new 
Medical Surgical inpatient 
rooms are done, we are 
studying the options for the 
best use of the space where 
the previous nursing unit 
served the community for 50 years.”

Dr. Pautler is elated about the community support of our 
donors and patients. He agrees it has led us to where we are 
now and is very excited about working with the Foundation. 
So let’s join him on our goal to becoming America’s Best 
Rural healthcare!
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